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warning the people of the movements that are being made
to alter the organic law, and insidiously change the gov-
ernment."

These and other suggestions I saw made an impression
on Doolittle, but still he hesitated and was embarrassed.
Pressing him on this point, he admitted he wanted Ray-
mond to sign the call, he being Chairman of the National
Republican Committee, and Doolittle wanted others of
that committee also to sign it. This I thought of less im-
portance than to have a proper call; certainly I would not
suppress the great essential for such a trimming, unreliable
man as Raymond. As I urged the matter, he admitted
that Raymond had seen the call and approved it; further
that the President had read it, and I have no doubt that
Seward had also seen it, although that was not distinctly
stated. The call, if not the convention itself, is, I think,
perverted to an intrigue in behalf of the old Whig Party, on
which Weed and Seward rely.

I proposed that we should go and see Mr. McCulloch. It
was raining intensely hard, but he at once accorded. He
had been to Silver Spring and submitted the document to
Mr. Blair and his son, who, he said, approved it.

Mr. McCulloch was not at home, and we parted, but the
paper which D. presented, the convention, and the aspect
of affairs gave me infinite concern. There is no doubt that
Seward and Stanton have a personal understanding to act
together. Stanton is in concert with the Radicals, and, at
the same time, Seward is prompting Doolittle. The public
is ripe for a convention, but this call is an artful contriv-
ance to weaken it. The President is being subordinated
by the intriguers, and the design is obviously to weaken
the Administration and give the Radical Party the
ascendant. Seward, beguiled by Stanton, expects to con-
trol the convention by the aid of Weed and Raymond.
The fruition of seven months' intrigue means that and
nothing else. They intend to rule the President, and I fear
he will let them. .